


Che Library Assistant : 


The Official Journal of the Library Assistants’ Association 


No. 236. NOVEMBER, 1917. Published Monthly. 


PRINCIPAL CONTENTS. 


Editorial Rae sia ois van cee vm = 109 
Bibliography of Archives, Palaeography, and Diplomatic; by 
HUBERT HALL, F.S.A. ... es ove er eee 113 
Proceedings: North-Western Branch ... a oat bee 115 
The L.A.A. Roll of Honour (continued) cad see sos 119 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 


There will be a Meeting of the Association on Wednesday, 
14th November, at 7.30 p.m., at The National Library for the 
Blind, 18, Tufton Street, Westminster, S.W., when there will 
be an informal discussion on current Library affairs. Everyone 
interested in the progress of the Public Library movement is 
invited to be present; these are critical days for Libraries, and 
meetings of this description cannot be without influence in 
shaping the future development of these institutions. A selec- 
tion of the material for the Album of Honour will be exhibited 
at this meeting. 


EDITORIAL. 


The Winter Meetings.—At the last meeting of the 
Council the question of holding meetings during the present 
winter was carefully considered. The conclusion arrived at was 
that while it would be unwise to attempt to arrange a definite 
programme, it would be most unfortunate if no facilities were 
afforded for professional intercourse and exchange of ideas 
at this time. Consequently, as will be seen from the above 
announcement, it is proposed to hold an informal meeting on the 
14th inst., to which all library workers are cordially invited. 
Mr. MacAlister regrets that it will not be possible for him to 
repeat his interesting reunions owing to the fact that the premises 
are not to be used at night save for absolutely necessary 
purposes. There is a large number of problems calling for 
discussion just now, as, for instance, the articles in the August- 
September Library Association Record, referred to elsewhere, 
the Resolutions passed at the Library Association Conference, the 
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. “ . . . . 
articleon The Public Library: towards an ideal,” in the October 
“ec . . . . 
Athenaeum,” etc. If, as we believe, it is the wish of 
members that these informal gatherings shall be held during the 
winter, the Council hopes that there will be a good attendance on 
the 14th. 

The Library Association Conference.—We had much 
pleasure in attending, with the other officers of the L.A.A., the 
Fortieth Annual Meeting of the Library Association, which was 
held at Caxton Hall, from October 3rd-5th. The whole of the 
proceedings were devoted to discussions of matters of importance 
to all library assistants now and in the immediate future. Con- 
siderations of space forbid us to dwell even briefly on the many 
interesting points raised in the course of the discussions. They 
may be read in due course in the Library Assoctation Record. 
The subjects discussed were: (1) The relation of libraries to 
education, (2) Work with children, (3) Commercial libraries, 
(4) Technical libraries, (5) Municipal reference libraries, (6) The 
education and training of librarians. In connection with each 
subject a resolution was passed as follows :— 

(1) ‘‘The aim of the library as an educational institution is best 
expressed in the formula ‘ Self-development ii an atmosphere of freedom,’ 
as contrasted with the aim of the school, which is ‘ Training in an atmos- 
phere of restraint or discipline’; in the school the teacher is dominant, but 
the pupil strikes out his own line in the library, which supplies the written 
material upon which the powers awakened and trained in the school can be 
exercised : furthermore, the contacts of the library with organised education 
cease where the educational machinery terminates ; but the library continues 
as an educational force of national importance in its contacts with the whole 
social, political, and intellectual life of the community; the recognition of 
the true place of the library in education must carry with it the provision of 
adequate financial resources, which is impossible under the present limitation 
on the library rate; such limitation therefore should be removed at the 
earliest possible moment.’ 

(2) ‘‘ The creation in the child of intellectual interests, which is furthered 
by a love of books, is an urgent national need ; while it is the business of the 
school to foster the desire to know, it is the business of the library to give 
adequate opportunity for the satisfaction of this desire; library work with 
children ought to be the basis of all other library work; reading rooms 
should be provided in all public libraries, where children may read books in 
attractive surroundings, with the sympathetic and tactful help of trained 
children’s librarians ; but such provision will be largely futile except under 
the conditions which experience has shown to be essential to success.’’ 

3) ‘‘In view of meeting trade conditions after the war, commercial 
libraries should be established in all the great trade centres of the kingdom, 
as a part of the municipal library system, where business men may obtain 
reliable commercial information, by means of the collection and arrangement 
for rapid consultation of all Government and other publications relating to 
commerce ; such libraries should act as branches of the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Department of the Board of Trade; and such Department should 
further the work of these libraries in every possible way; in the smaller 
towns commercial collections should be formed ; and some system should be 
arranged whereby the smaller libraries may be helped by the loan of material 
from the commercial libraries in the great towns."’ 
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(4) ‘‘ Technical libraries are as essential, both to technical education 
and to manufacture, as the laboratory or the workshop; discovery and 
invention are stimulated by books; the technical library, therefore, should 
be estallished as a special department of the public library in all important 
manufacturing towns, with a special organisation, including a librarian 
trained not only in library method and in the bibliography of technology, but 
possessing also a sufficient technical knowledge to enable him to act asa 
medium of information to enquirers.’’ 

(5) ‘‘ Collections of books and other printed manuscript matter bearing 
upon all questions of local government should be established in connection 
with all municipalities ; such collections to be effective must be in charge of 
a trained librarian ; the management of such collections should be placed 
under the library committee; the cost of such libraries will be small in pro- 
portion to the valuable part they will play in serving the needs, not only of 
officials entrusted with the carrying out of public work, but also of members 
of the municipality responsible for local government finance and policy.”’ 

(6) ‘‘ A system of library schools for the British Isles should be estab- 
lished as early as possible under the control of the Library Association."’ 

Not the least interesting thing about the Conference was 
the opportunity afforded for meeting colleagues who, in past 
days, have taken an active part in the affairs of the L.A.A. 
Among those we noticed were: Mr. E. A. Savage, Mr. G. A. 
Stephen, and Miss M. Gilbert (former Councillors) and Mr. 
Tapley-Soper (a former Honorary Editor). We were particu- 
larly glad to see that our old friend and late Editor, Mr. H. G. 
Sureties, was so far recovered in health as to be able to attend 
two sessions of the Conference. 


Our Album of Honour.—We again make an appeal for 
the co-operation of all our readers in making this as complete a 
record as possible. At the moment, we have received about 140 
portraits, but a considerable number of libraries still remain 
unrepresented in the Album. To the chief and assistant librar- 
ians who have assisted us in the work of collecting photographs 
we extend our cordial thanks. It is proposed to place a selection 
of the photographs on exhibition at the November meeting of the 
Association. Weare particularly anxious at the moment to receive 
the portraits of all library workers who have fallen, have been 
wounded, or have gained military honours. 

The L.A. Board of Examiners.—Our readers will be 
interested to learn that Mr. W. Benson Thorne, the Association’s 
Honorary Secretary, in collaboration with Mr. G. E. Roebuck, 
one of our former Honorary Secretaries, has been appointed an 
Examiner to the Library Association. 

The Summer School of Library Service.—Our Summer 
School Number was a distinct success. In addition to expres- 
sions of appreciation, we have also received requests for large 
numbers of the issue. The copies of the portrait group distributed 
with the issue were generously supplied by Mr. John Ballinger, 
M.A., the librarian of the National Library of Wales. At the 
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last meeting of the Council of the L.A.A., it was unanimously 
resolved “ That the best thanks of this Council be accorded to 
Mr. Ballinger for his work in connection with the Summer School 
held at Aberystwyth, and also for his assistance in connection 
with the special Summer School number of the Library 
Assistant.” 


Mr. James Hutt.—The Association offers its congratula- 
tions to Mr. James Hutt, M.A., librarian of the Liverpool Lyceum 
Library, and President of the North-Western Branch of the 
Library Assistants’ Association, upon his appointment to the 
chief librarianship of Portsmouth. Mr. Hutt has the interests 
of assistants thoroughly at heart, and, while his appointment 
involves a severance with the North-Western Branch, we think 
that we shall be found right in saying that Mr. Hutt will take an 
active part in the work of our South Coast Branch. 


Provision of Commercial and Technical Libraries.— 
We have read with interest a copy of the Library Association’s 
“Interim Report on the Provision of Commercial and Technical 
Libraries,” and recommend that assistants who are desirous of 
keeping themselves informed in regard to the provision of these 
important libraries shall take the earliest opportunity of studying 
the Report for themselves. The following clause in particular 
should be of the greatest interest to members of the L.A.A. 
“The Council strongly recommend library assistants to supple- 
ment their general training in librarianship with special training 
in a well-defined section of bibliography : a competent assistant, 
for example,who acquiresa thorough knowledge of the bibliography 
and classification of engineering (which implies ability to select, 
classify, catalogue, and annotate engineering books, and to know 
where to look among them for specific information) adds im- 
measurably to the value of his services. In this connexion the 
Council have considered a valuable report submitted by Mr. 
H. V. Hopwood on the ‘ Training of Librarians of Technical 
Libraries,’ and they cordially endorse the conclusion arrived at 
by Mr. Hopwood that the possession of scientific and technical 
qualifications will not in themselves suffice unless their holder 
has previously received the foundation of asound library training. 
In other words a special librarian is one with a special knowledge 
of the literature of his subject, and of the way to organize it for 
use, and not necessarily one with a special knowledge of the 
subject itself. The Council sees very little prospect of the 
successful operation of special collections unless Library Com- 
mittees are prepared to pay a much higher rate of remuneration 
to library assistants competing for these positions than obtains at 
present.” 
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The Education of the Library Assistant.—The August- 
September issue of The Library Association Record contains 
three articles that should be read by every library assistant. The 
first is entitled “ The Library School in the College,” bySir William 
Osler, Regius Prof. of Medicine, Oxford, a Curator of the Bod- 
leian, and President of the Bibliographical Society. It formed 
the inaugural address at the recent Summer School of Library 
Service. The second is “The Education Policy of the Library 
Association as Affected by the Suggestions in the Report of the 
Carnegie Trustees.”’ It contains a suggested scheme for a train- 
ing school in librarianship. The third is by a former councillor 
of the L.A.A., Mr. H. V. Hopwood, and deals with “ The Educa- 
tional Standard of Librarianship in relation to Technology.” In 
view of the prominence now being given to the subject, Mr. 
Hopwood’s article is of very special interest. He suggests that 
an examination should be instituted in general knowledge of 
science and technology, under the auspices of the L.A., and 
outlines a suggested scheme, which is divided into lower and 
higher grades respectively. 

Important Factors in the Success of a Public Library. 
—The following axioms are taken from the Ontario Library 
Review. They deserve all the publicity that can be given to 
them :—“ Two-thirds of the success of a public library depends 
upon the librarian.” “A library will never become first-class 
while its librarian is second-class.” “A library will never be a 
good one while its librarian is a mediocre one.” “ Inefficient 
librarians mean unsatisfactory service and waste.” “A library 
can not render good service with a good librarian who is handi- 
capped with an inefficient staff.” 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ARCHIVES, PALAEOGRAPHY, AND 
DIPLOMATIC. 


By HUBERT HALL, F.S.A.; Public Record Office ; Reader in 
Palaeography, London University. 


(1) ARCHIVES. 


The fullest classified list of books dealing with the subject of 
Archives will be found in the Select Bibliography for the Study 
Sources and Literature of English Mediaeval History (Edited by 
Hubert Hall, King & Son, London), pp. 16-43 and 81-180 passim. 

The older works dealing with the continental Archives such 
as Von Loéher, Von Helford, Champollion-Figeac, Richou and 
others are no longer useful and can be replaced by Langlois and 
Seignobos’ “Introduction aux Etudes Historiques” (1905), Paris; 
Langlois & Stein’s “ Les Archives de l’histoire de France” ; 
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S. Muller’s “ Manuel pour le classement et la description des 
archives” (Fr. trans., Hague, 1910); H. Hall’s “Studies in 
English Official Historical Documents,” 3 parts (1908); anda 
Formula Book of English Historical Documents (1909). 

More important still is the wealth of periodical literature on 
this subject, especially in France, Italy, Holland, and Belgium, 
whilst the “Missions des Archives,” or Reports on Foreign 
Archives issued in France, Holland, and America are indispens- 
able. As yet the Directories of Archives are inadequate, but the 
“Annuaires” for France and Belgium are very useful. A. Hettler’s 
work for Europe generally is quite incomplete. The official 
guides to the London Archives by Scargill-Bird and Thomas are 
supplemented by the admirable guides compiled by Prof. Andrews, 
of Yale, and his assistants. 

A “ Directory of English Archives” forming Part III. of a 
“Select classified list of English Historical Sources” (edited by 
Hubert Hall, with a seminar of the London School of Economics) 
is in the press. The description of the English Archives given 
in C. Gross’s “Sources and Literature” (1914) applies only to the 
Mediaeval period, and is somewhat perfunctory. A fuller descrip- 
tion will appear in the “ Bibliography of Modern British History,” 
now in the press. 

For recent references to the subject of the English Archives, 
see “Quarterly Review,” January, 1910, and April, 1917; 
“ Edinburgh Review,” October, 1914; “ Contemporary Review,” 
May, 1916, and the Reports of the following Royal Commissions 
and Parliamentary or Departmental Committees on the Public or 
Local Records :—Select Committee of H.C. (1800), General 
Reports of Record Commissioners (1837), Report of Local 
Records Committee (1902), and Reports of Royal Commission 
on Public Records (1912-14). 

For Welsh Archives see above Scargill-Bird’s Guide, R. A. 
Roberts in “Y Cymmrodor,” X. (1890), and Trans. Cymmrodorion 
Society, 1915-16; and H. Hall in “ Y Cymmrodor,” XXII. 
(1910), and Trans. Cymmrodorion Society, 1901-2 and 1915-6. 


(2) PALAEOGRAPHY. 


Moore, M. F. «- ‘* Two Select Bibliographies of Mediaeval Historical 
Study "’ (1912). 

Martin, C. T. .-. ‘* Record Interpreter ’’ (1910). 

Thompson, SirE.M. ‘‘Introduction to Greek and Latin Palaeography'’ 
(1912). 

Madan, F. ... ... ‘* Books in MS.’’ (1893). 


Wright, A. ... .. ‘‘Court Hand Restored ’’ (1912). 

Astle, T. ... .-- ‘* Origin and Progress of Writing '’ (1803. Reprinted 
1876). 

Prou, M._ ... --- ‘‘ Manuel de Paléographie *’ (1910). 

Hall, H. wee «-- ‘* Official Studies,’’ Part III. (1908). 








The Bedford Binding. 


OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 
OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 
is the latest and improved style without over 
sewing. 


OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 


THE BEDFORD BINDERY, 


19, CRAWFORD PLACE, EBGWARE ROAD 
LONDON, W. 





For STUDY & RECREATION 
Including— 

LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL 

SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL 
; he ; : and all other subjects. 
Over 1,000,000 volumes in Stock. SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES. New at 
Discount Prices. Catalogue No. 943 Free. State Wants. 


Library Replacements a Speciality. We devote a Special Department for Fiction and 
have thousands of Volumes in strictly classified order. Send us your List. Special 
Terms to Libraries. Books sent on approval. BOOKS BOUGHT. 


W. & G. FOYLE, 121-123, Charing Cross Road 


Telegrams: “ Foylibra,” London. London W.C. 








WINTER STUDY. 


The attention of Students is drawn to the Library of the 
Library Assistants’ Association, which may be used by all Members 


of the Association. For Address, see back cover of this issue. 























East Ham Bookbinding Works, 


WALTER NEWBURY 
PUBLIC: LIBRARY: BINDER 
SF BOOKS BOUND . 


‘ — —d 





Piashet Lane and Elizabeth Road, East Ham, Essex. 




















ALBUM OF HONOUR. 


The Association is anxious to secure 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(Preferably carbon or platinotype prints) 


Of all Library Workers on Active Service. Also 


NEWSPAPER AND OTHER CUTTINGS, 
PHOTCGRAPHS OF MEMORIALS, ETC. 
If possible, two copies of photographs and other material should be 


sent, as it is hoped to place a duplicate of the Album in the 
British Museum. 








Please send all material to: 
Me. H. A. SHARP, 


Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon. 








LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION 





AN INFORMAL MEETING 


BE HELD ON 





WEDNESDAY, 14th NOVEMBER, 


AT 7.30 P.M., AT THE 


National Library for the Blind 


18, TUFTON STREET, WESTMINSTER 


(Close to St. James’s Park Station). 


THERE WILL BE A DISCUSSION ON 


CURRENT LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


AND AN 


Exhibition of Portraits of LibraryWorkers 
on Active Service. 











** IT hold every man a debtor to his profession, 
from the which, as men do of course seek to 
receive countenance and profit, so ought they 
of duty to endeavour themselves by way of 
amends to be a help and an ornament there- 
unto.”"—Francis Bacon, Baron VERULAM. 


The 
Value 


of 
Individual Effort. 


The Council of the L.A.A. is anxious that every Member and 
Associate should realize the value of his or her loyalty and support 
to Librarianship as well as to the Association. In these difficult 
days the L.A.A., which represents the largest body of library 
workers in the British Isles, needs the faithful adherence of every 
Member, and also his or her ACTIVE CO-OPERATION. 


All Members of whatever grade should consider seriously their 
relationship to the Association, reflecting as to whether they are 
doing anything individually to further its interests. Each can do 
SOMETHING; not one is so isolated as to be unable to 
ATTEMPT assistance in some direction. The present times 
afford especial opportunities for the co-operation of WOMEN 
ASSISTANTS. 


Information will be gladly supplied by the Hon. Secretary, 
BROMLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY, BRUNSWICK ROAD, 
POPLAR, LONDON, E. 14. 
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Johnson, C., and 
Jenkinson, H. .. ‘‘ English Court Hand "’ (1914). 
Palaeographical Society's Publication (1873- h 
Facsimiles of Charters in British Museum (Ed. Bond 
Warner & Ellis). 


Steffens, F. ... ... ‘* Lateinische Paléographie '’ (Freibourg, 1903). 

Monaci & Paoli ... ‘‘ Archivio Paleografico Italiano ’’ (1882-90). 

Delisle, L. ... ... ‘‘Album Paléographique de L’Ecole des Chartres ’’ 
(1890). 


(3) DIPLOMATIC. 


Giry, A. on ... ‘* Manuel de Diplomatique "’ (1894). 

Bresslau, H.... --» ‘* Handbuch der Urkundenlehre ’’ (1889, etc.). 
Deprez, H. ... -- ‘‘Etudes de Diplomatique Anglaise’’ (1908). 

Hall, H. net ... ‘* Official Studies,’’ Part II. (1908). 

Poole, R. L. ... In ‘‘ Essays on Teaching of History "’ (1901). 

Birch, W.deG. ... ‘* Catalogue of Seals in the British Museum,'’ (1887- 


1900). 
MARRIAGE. 


DUMENIL—BOLTON.—On Monday, 15th October, at St. Thomas’ 
Church, Clapton Common, N., Miss R. L. Dumenil of the Hackney 
Libraries, was married to Acting Staff-Sergeant G. R. Bolton, of the Stoke 
Newington Library, now serving with the R.A.M.C., France. We are 
sure the many friends of these two enthusiastic L.A.A. workers will join us 
in wishing them every possible happiness and prosperity in their new life, 
hoping that the time may soon arrive when Sergeant Bolton may be able to 
resume his career in the Library Profession. The Hackney staff presented 
the bridal couple with a very handsome tea service, and as many as could be 
spared from duty attended the ceremony in the church, at which the Hon. 
General Secretary and Mrs. Thorne were also present. The honeymoon was 
spent at Bournemouth. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Hutt, J. H., librarian of the Lyceum Library, Liverpool, President of 
the N.W. Branch of the L.A.A., has been appointed chief librarian of Ports- 
mouth. The other selected candidates were :—Messrs. Baker (Taunton), 
Bennett (Tottenham), *Bursill (Woolwich), Burt (Grays Inn), Singleton 
(Accrington), Matson, Barker, and Peach (Portsmouth). 

* Member, L.A.A. 
NEW MEMBERS. 

Members: — Miss H. B. Haines (Wood Green); Miss M. E. 
Matthews (Erith); William E. Linton (National Library of Ireland). 

Associates :—William H. Spinks (Poplar); Miss E. R. Tabram 
(Tottenham) ; Miss D. Yates (Birkenhead). 


PROCEEDINGS. 


NORTH WESTERN BRANCH. THIRD ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Third Annual Meeting of the North Western Branch was held at 
Darwen, by kind permission of the Library Committee, on Wednesday, 26th 
September. 

It had been hoped to have, during the afternoon, a ramble over Darwen 
Moors, and through Sunnyhurst Wood, one of Darwen's beautiful public 
parks. Unfortunately, on account of heavy rain, this had to be abandoned, but 
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Mr. Joseph Pomfret, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of Darwen, arranged, instead, 
a visit to Hollings Paper Mill. Proceeding to the mill, the visitors were met 
by Mr. F. H. Greenhalgh, assistant manager, who conducted them over the 
various departments. In the course of the tour, Mr. Greenhalgh gave much 
information relative to the various processes in the manufacture of paper ; 
information which was invaluable to library assistants in elucidating many 
difficult points which are met with in the theoretical treatises with which the 
student of Bibliography has often to content himself. A lucid and interesting 
explanation of the various pulps, and of the effect of the different raw mater- 
ials and processes on the finished paper was given. Samples of paper made 
at the mill to be used for the production of the ‘‘ Nation,’ the ‘‘ Athenaeum,”’ 
** Everyman's Library,’’ Weymouth’s ‘‘ New Testament in modern speech,” 
and other publications familiar to all library assistants were seen. The 
thanks of the members were cordially extended to Mr. Greenhalgh and the 
Management of the mill for the exceedingly interesting time they spent. 

Some time was then spent in inspecting the Library, a new building, 
organized on modern lines, and containing about 26,000 volumes. After- 
wards we partook of an excellent tea, kindly provided by Mr. and Mrs. 
Pomfret. 

After tea, Mr. Pomfret welcomed the Branch to Darwen, and hoped the 
meeting would be successful. Referring to the fact that so many members 
were on His Majesty’s Service, he congratulated the Branch on its efforts to 
‘‘carry on,’’ and suggested that this was the way to prepare for the time after 
the War—to endeavour to make every effort to keep up a vital, energetic 
organization. He considered that the future would provide greater oppor- 
tunities for civic and national service of the highest type for library workers, 
and that the best preparation would be to combine to help each other, pro- 
fessionally, intellectually and economically. 

The Annual Report was presented by the Acting Honorary Secretary, 
and was approved. It indicated that the Branch was ina very satisfactory 
position, in spite of the conditions of the time. Mention being made that the 
President, Mr. James Hutt, M.A. (who wired regretting his inability to be 
present) had been appointed Chief Librarian of Portsmouth, it was resolved 
that a letter of congratulation and of thanks for all that he had done for the 
Branch should be sent to him. One of the members, Mr. Arthur Hesketh, 
had, during the year, received the appointment of Chief Librarian of Oswald- 
twistle, and a letter marking the pleasure of the Branch was sent. 

It was with deepest sympathy and regret that note was made of the death 
of a gallant colleague, Mr. J. S. Munday, of Liverpool University Library. 
Mr. Munday was reported missing on July 30th, 1916, and early in the present 
year intimation was received that he had been killed in action. He had 
proved himself an energetic librarian, devoted to his work and desirous of 
doing all he could to advance the profession he had chosen, and had impressed 
those of his colleagues who had the pleasure of his acquaintance with his 
genial and cultured personality. 

The Officers were elected as last year, Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., 
succeeding Mr. James Hutt, M.A., as President, and Mr. Joseph Pomfret 
being elected an additional Vice-President. Mr. James Hindle, Chairman, 
Mr. James Ross, Honorary Secretary, and Mr. M. J. Wrigley, Honorary 
Treasurer, all being with His Majesty’s Forces, Mr. F. Helliwell consented to 
act as Chairman, and Mr. Jonathan A. Merrishaw, of Darwen, was elected 
Acting Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. One new member and seven 
associates were approved. 

Mr. T. L. Yates, M.L.A., of Bolton, then read a most interesting and 
stimulating paper on ‘‘ The Future of Librarianship.’’ Outlining his subject, 
Mr. Yates stated that he proposed to deal with it from the standpoint of the 
assistant, primarily as regards his prospects. He expressed himself as in no 
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way pessimistic of the future of the library movement, believing that, with 
the removal of the conditions of the present time under which libraries are 
suffering, they will benefit from the awakened interest in many subjects which 
they are best able to satisfy. While desiring greater facilities for professional 
education, Mr. Yates expressed dissatisfaction with the apparent lack of 
recognition of assistants’ efforts on the part of many library authorities. He 
suggested that a more uniform scheme of salaries, with regular advances 
granted for capacity and knowledge, would do much to stimulate Assistants, 
and also asked that there should be some recognized educational qualification 
before access to professional ranks is permitted. Mr. Yates expressed him- 
self confident of the success of the introduction of female assistants in 
libraries, providing that all employees would unite, and, pursuing the same 
aims, endeavour to help each other all they could. 

A lively discussion followed, in which Misses Hogarth and Quinn, and 
Messrs. Gifford, Helliwell, Merrishaw, Pomfret, Taylor, and Williams took 
part. Asa result of the discussion, the following resolution was passed :— 

‘* That the Committee meet to prepare a scheme of suggested salaries 
for library assistants, graded according to income, to be presented to the 
next meeting of the North Western Branch, and when approved to be 
forwarded to all Chief Librarians and Chairmen of Library Authorities in 
the North Western area for their consideration.’’ 

Votes of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Pomfret for their great kindness in 
making the most excellent arrangements and to Mr. Yates for his very fine 
paper, concluded a most pleasant and enjoyable meeting. 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT, SESSION 1916-17. 


The Committee has pleasure in presenting its Third Annual Report on 
the work of the Branch. 
MEMBERSHIP. 


The total membership of the Branch is now 62, comprising 7 Fellows, 26 
Members, and 29 Associates, a slight decrease compared with last year’s 
figures. It is with considerable pride that the Committee is able to state 
that 50 per cent. of the Members are serving with His Majesty’s Forces. 
When it is said that 21 of the remaining 31 Members are ladies it will 
readily be seen what a hard struggle we have had to keep the flag flying. 

The Committee were pleased to hear of Mr. James Hutt’s success in 
obtaining the appointment of Chief Librarian at Portsmouth, and most 
heartily congratulate him thereon, but regret that his new position will 
necessitate h& severance from the Branch as President. Archibald Sparke, 
Esq., F.R.S.L., Chief Librarian of Bolton, was elected to succeed him. 


MEETINGS. 

It has not been possible to arrange many meetings during the year owing 
to the difficulty experienced in obtaining permission to visit libraries when 
staffs are so depleted. Following the Annual Meeting at Blackburn last Sep- 
tember successful and interesting meetings were held as below : 


February 21st, 1917. Reference Library, Bolton. 
Discussion of subjects set for essays in connection with the Library Associa- 
tion Examinations, 1917. 
Leader. Section 5. Jonathan A. Merrishaw, Darwen. 
e v 6. John Gifford, Bolton. 


June 8th, 1917. Reference Library, Liverpool. 
Joint Library Association (North-Western Branch) and Library Assistants’ 
Association (North-Western Branch). 
Papers on ‘‘ The Education Policy of the Library Association as affected by 
the suggestions in the Report of the Carnegie Trustees, by 
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Miss K. E. Pierce, Kettering. 
J. W. Singleton, Accrington. 
W. Williams, Athenaeum, Liverpool. 


September 26th, 1917. Public Library, Darwen. 
Annual Meeting. 
Paper: ‘*‘ The Future of Librarianship,’’ by T. L. Yates, Bolton. 
FINANCE. 

Notwithstanding the greatly diminished income, due to the resis 
and election of honorary members during the period of the War, the Branch’s 
finances are very satisfactory ; the total receipts amounted to {7 17s. 6d. and 
expenditure £6 Os. 2d., leaving a balance in hand of {1 17s. 4d., together 
with a balance of 11s. 10d. carried forward from last year, making a total 
amount in hand of £2 9s. 2d. 





RESIGNATIONS 

One member, Mr. J. W. Lucas, has resigned during the year in con- 
sequence of appointment to a library outside the North-Western area. 

In accordance with the rules of the Library Assistants’ Association, 13 
have ceased to be Members of the Branch on leaving the profession, and 5 
for non-payment of subscriptions. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

The thanks of the Committee are due to those members who have kindly 
contributed papers to the meetings of the Branch, and to the following 
librarians for kind permission to visit their libraries : 

Archibald Sparke, ae F.R.S.L., F.L.A., Bolton. 
George T. Shaw, Esq., F.L. = Liverpool. 
Joseph Ke any Esq., F L.A., Darwen. 

OBITI oy 

It is with deep regret that the Committee received news of the death of 
Mr. J. S. Munday, The University Library, Liverpool, who was reported 
killed in action in February last. Mr. Munday was a promising and popular 
librarian, a very enthusiastic supporter of the L.A.A., and a genuine 
colleague and friend. 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE FOR SESSION, 1917-18. 
No nominations being received the Committee recommended the 
re-election of the following officers for the year 1917-18. 
President : Archibald Sparke, Esq., F.R.S.L., Bolton. 
Vice-Presidents : Richard Ashton, Blackburn. 
Ben. H. Mullen, Salford. 
C. W. Madeley, Warrington. 
Joseph Pomfret, Darwen. 
Chairman: James Hindle, Blackburn (Acting Chairman). 
Hon. Treasurer: M.J. Wrigley, Deputy Librarian, Public Library, Stockport. 
Hon. Secretary: James Ross, Walton and Fazackerley Library, Liverpool. 
Acting Hon. Treasurer and Acting Hon.Secretary : Jonathan A. Merrishaw, 
Public Library, Darwen. 
Committee: Miss L. Ashtcn, Liverpool Library (Lyceum). 
Mr. T. A. Barnett, Manchester University, Manchester. 
Miss Cross, Hulme Branch Library, Manchester. 
Mr. Harry Fostall, Bradford Branch Library, Manchester. 
Mr. W.G. Fry,Chorlton-cum-Hardy Branch Library, Manchester. 
Mr. J. D. Gifford, Reference Library, Bolton. 
Mr. F. Helliwell, Sub-Librarian, Public Library, Rochdale. 
Miss Emily Hogarth, Astley Bridge Branch Library, Bolton. 
Miss Maude Quinn, Great Lever Branch Library, Bolton. 
Mr. J. A. Merrishaw, Public Library, Darwen. 
Mr. R. G. Williams, Public Library, Bolton. 
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Auditors: Mr. C. Stott, Rochdale. 
Mr. T. L. Yates, Bolton. 
CONCLUSION. 

The Committee make an earnest appeal] to all members of the Branch to 
give their unstinted support in the coming year, which should prove to be the 
most critical in our history. Many new members and enthusiastic supporters 
are required, so that our flag may be flying at the top of the pole when 
our loyal and gallant colleagues return from the field of battle. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

Hon. President: JAMES HUTT. 

Chairman: F. HELLIWELL. 

Acting Hon. Sec.: R. G. WILLIAMS. 
Statement of Receipts and Expenses for Session 1916-17. 











Receipts. Expenses. 
£4. @. £s.d. 

Subscriptions—4 Fellows... 1 10 0 | Proportion of Subs. paid to 

22Members 215 0O Hon.Treasurer,L.A.A. 417 6 

29 Associates 3 12 6 | Sec.&Treasurer’s Expenses— 
Balance carried forward Postages *e .. O 14 104 

1915-16... Sas << O43 30 Stationery eae ~— @ 3 @ 
Printing sé «— OZ 2 
To balance ... a «. 29 2 
£8 9 4 {8 9 4 
R. G. WILLIAMS, Audited and found correct, 
Acting Hon. Treasurer JONATHAN A. MERRISHAW,) Hon. 
and Secretary. F. HELLIWELL, ) Auditors. 


September 26th, 1917. 





L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued). 
Blackburn.—WILLIAM ASHTON (R.E.) 
Manchester.—**R. L. PEacock (Training Reserve Battalion). 


PROMOTIONS. 

The Association offers its congratulations to the undermentioned assist- 
ants who have recently received promotion as follows :— 

Daniel Paterson (Glasgow University Library) to the rank of corporal, 
Highland Light Infantry. 

G. B. Smith (Glasgow University Library) to the rank of sergeant. 

*Arthur Smith (Lincoln) to the rank of sergeant, Highland Light 
Infantry. Sgt. Smith has taken a special certificate at the Instruction School, 
Edinburgh, and is now engaged in training recruits. 


WOUNDED. 

Laurence Inkster.—We are sorry to hear that Capt. L. Inkster, M.C., 
the son of the Librarian of Battersea, was severely wounded while in action= 
on 20th September. He received a gunshot wound through the right shoulder, 
and the arm was badly fractured. He is in hospital at Epsom, and we are 
pleased to learn that he is making good progress toward recovery. 

*Joseph Smith. We are sorry to learn that Lance-Corporal Joseph 
Smith (Loyal N. Lancs. Regt.) of the Westhoughton Public Library, was 
shot through the head while going ‘‘ over the top,’’ and now lies in hospital* 
at Taunton. We earnestly hope that he will make a rapid and complete 
recovery. 
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KILLED IN ACTION. 

We regret to record the deaths on active service of the undermentioned 
library workers. They were all men of promise, and their departure is a 
distinct loss to the profession. We offer to their relatives our sincere 
sympathy. 

*J. L. Davison.—We regret to announce the death on September 26th, 
somewhere in Flanders, of Pte. John Lilburne Davison, son of the Rev. 
W. H. Davison, of Bolton. Pte. Davison was attached to the King’s 
Shropshire Light Infantry, and became a signaller in the Headquarter 
Company. Educated at the Bolton Grammer School he served from 1910 
to 1915 in the Bolton Public Libraries under Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., 
and was promoted Assistant-in-Charge of the Astley Bridge Branch. He 
passed all the examinations of the Library Association and won the first prize 
offered by the Education Committee of the L.A. for Classification. In June, 
1915, he was appointed Assistant Librarian to the Goldsmith's Library, 
University of London, and had the promise of a distinguished career. He 
was in his 24th year. 

‘* All who have meant good work with their whole hearts have 
done good work, although they may die before they have 
the time to sign it.’’ 

*H. P. N. Dixon.—As we go to press the sad news reaches us that 
Second-Lieutenant H. P. N. Dixon (Northumberland Fusiliers), principal 
assistant in the St. Bride Typographical Library, was wounded and taken 
prisoner on 2nd September, and that he died two days later. He was last 
seen going over the top of a trench at the head of his platoon. Dixon, who 
was about 25 years of age, received his professional training at the Croydon 
Public Libraries, and was appointed to St. Bride’s in 1913. He joined ‘‘ The 
Queen’s ’’ almost immediately after the outbreak of War, and proceeded in due 
course to France, where he attained the rank of sergeant. At the end of last 
year he came home to enter a cadet school, gained his commission, and returned 
to France four months ago. He was an enthusiastic member of the L.A.A., 
and attended two of the Easter Schools. He also held four Library Associa- 
tion certificates, and gained the 2nd MacAlister prize in connection with the 
Paris Easter School. We offer to his parents the expression of our deepest 
sympathy in their heavy loss. 

*Marold Hart, of the Mechanics’ Institution, Burnley, was killed in 
action in France on 23rd June. 

Richard Parker.—The death in action of Pte. Richard Parker on 
September 27th has been received. He was on the staff of the Bolton Public 
Libraries, and joined the Loyal North Lancs. in August, 1916. He was the 
son of Mr. E. Parker, sometime bookseller in Bradshawgate, Bolton, and 
now of Blackpool, and was in his 21st year. 

M. M. Robarts.— Second-Lieut. H. M. Robarts, of the Walthamstow 
Public Library, died on the 26th September, from wounds received in action 
on the Western Front. He was 32 years of age, and had served 14 years 
in the library service. Mr. Robarts was a member of the St. John Ambul- 
ance Society, and within a week of the outbreak of war he joined the 
R.A.M.C. Promotion to the rank of Sergeant-major followed rapidly, when, 
acting on his officers’ suggestion, he applied for, and was granted a com- 
mission in the Norfolk Regiment. In due course he proceeded to the Front, 
where, on the 22nd September he was badly wounded in the head, arms and 
both legs, and died 4 days later. Referring to Mr. Robarts career, the 
‘* Walthamstow Guardian ’’ says that his ‘* uniformly courteous bearing and 
genial disposition endeared him to all who knew him. He was a good public 
official, the chief characteristic of his work being whole-heartedness.’’ To 
the widow of the deceased officer we offer the Association’s respectful and 
sincere sympathy. 

* Member, L.A.A. 





